1)
m ((\) Sciences and Techniques
W of Information Management
Volume 9, Issue 3, 2023

University of Qom

Educational Entrepreneurship Model in Universities
and Higher Education Institutions in Iran

Touhid Shir Alipour
P.hD., Student, Educational management, Marand Branch, Islamic Azad University, Marand, Iran.
alipoor@maodares.ac.ir

Hoda Sadat Mohseni Sohi
Assistant Professor, Department of Educational and Planning, Faculty of Education and Psychology,
Al-Zahra University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding author). sadatmohseni@alzahra.ac.ir

Jafar Garhami
Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Management, Marand Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Marand, Iran. jafarmn21@marandiau.ac.ir

Abstract

Purpose: One of the distinctive features of successful universities today is their
entrepreneurial characteristics, and the absence of this in Iran's higher education system is quite
noticeable and tangible. Currently, the universities in the country are facing numerous challenges,
including graduate unemployment, brain drain, inadequate student skill training, student
demotivation, a quantitative increase in students without a corresponding increase in quality, and
limited interaction between the industry and the university. The root of these issues can be
attributed to the low level of investment and insufficient focus on various dimensions of
entrepreneurship. There is also a tendency to prioritize theoretical knowledge over scientific and
practical knowledge, and a lack of emphasis on fostering creativity and innovative abilities in
learners. A review of the country's macro policies also reveals that the incorporation of
entrepreneurship into educational systems has long been a concern. However, in practice, we have
observed a lack of emphasis on this issue by universities. Therefore, the present research was
conducted to identify the elements of the educational entrepreneurship model in universities and
higher education institutions in Iran and to present a conceptual model.

Method: The current research is applied in terms of its purpose. In terms of data, it is
qualitative and based on systematic database theory. In terms of implementation, it is exploratory
and based on an inductive approach. The statistical population consists of educational
entrepreneurs, educational entrepreneurship policy makers, and entrepreneurship professors from 8
top universities in the country: Tehran University, Tarbiat Modares University, Sharif University,
Amir Kabir University of Technology, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Isfahan University of
Technology, Shahid Beheshti University, and Kerman University of Art. In order to select the
sample, a purposeful and conscious approach was used, and sampling was done using the snowball
method. The interview was conducted in accordance with the guidelines for 30 to 60 minutes.
Sampling was conducted until theoretical saturation was reached, and ultimately, 15 people were
interviewed. To collect data, the library method (scanning) and the field method (interview) were
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used. To assess the validity of the findings, three pluralistic methods were employed to test the
reliability of the model. These methods included retesting the work process, conducting a reliability
test among the coders, and interviewing new participants. Finally, for data analysis, the theoretical
coding technique was used in three stages: open coding, central coding, and selective coding.

Findings: The results obtained indicate that a macro view is necessary for educational
entrepreneurship in universities, considering the entire model. It cannot be expected that student
entrepreneurship will increase if not all aspects are studied. Several factors contribute to the
development of an effective model of educational entrepreneurship in universities. Some factors
serve as the foundation for educational entrepreneurship, while others act as catalysts for its
emergence. Additionally, there are factors that impede its progress. In order to address this issue, it
is essential to identify and implement basic strategies. By considering various factors and
implementing these strategies, positive outcomes and results in educational entrepreneurship can be
achieved.

Keywords: Systematic Model, Educational Entrepreneurship, Data Base Theory,
Universities, Higher Education Institutions in Iran, Education.
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